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brations of the National
Sugar-Fest-2013 and
AgroTech-2013 concluded at
| the Indian " Institute of
Sugarcane Research (IISR),
Lucknow, on Monday after
three-day-long hectic celebra-
tions of various activities, com-
petitions, a Kisan Symposium
and displays.

Former State Minister for
Agriculture, Dr Ashok Bajpai,
was the chief guest at the clos-
ing ceremony.

Dr: Bajpai said that the
technologies developed by the
Institute were important for the
development of sugarcane in'
the state and for improving its
| per acre produ
. In his addrd;::y Director,
IISR, Dr S Solomon, stated that
it would celebrate the Year
2013 as an ‘Year of Outreach’
during which scientists of the
Institute would reach at the
doorsteps of the farmers to
solve their problems in sugar-
cane Lultlvatmn to achieve

he biamond Iﬁbilee o-e,le-r -

w&lher productivity. “Efforts

also be made to involve all
the sugar mills of the country
in the fast dissemination of
improved sugarcane produc-
tion technology to-the farmers
and'a series of
mill interfaces will be organ-
ised, he added. -

He said that the Institute
would intensify its efforts in
providing quality caneseed to
the sugar miills, particularly in
UP and Bihar and }:opularise
the mechanisation of sugarcane
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cultivation which was the need
of the hour due to the shortage -
of labourers. “Such events will

be o by the Institute at
regular intervals,” he added.

The Krishi Vi Kendra,
Lucknow, under the aegis of
IISR organised a ‘Kisan
Goshthi’ for around 400 farm-
ers of Lucknow district during
which vital information on
important aspects of crop and
animal husbandry were pro-
vided to them.

In addition, a.gro-tounsm

in the form of bullock ca!tand
a camel-cart.ride was also
oixmisedforthesmdmﬁmd
.city dwellers ‘in the IISR
premises.

PC, KVK, Dr RK Singh,
saidthatmundﬂ,ﬁoo farmers
from neighbouring districts of
* Lucknow visited the exhibition

 stalls of ‘Agro-Tech. 2013’ and
gathered ~ information on
-recent advances in various
agricultural technologies,
indluding sugarcane.

Meanwhile, various theme
-based competitions for work-
ing women, housewives, jail
inmates and students were
organised in which around
500 students from 29 schools
and colleges, of Lucknow took-
part. Several other competi-
tions, including salad prepara-
tion and display, musical
tambola, rangoli and candle
ance, seeing is
believing, coﬂage making, just-
a-minute, fancy dress, cane
chewing and dumb charades,
were organised. Dr S Solomon,
Director of the Institute, dis-
tributed the prizes to the win-
ners.



