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‘Harness teCh to boost farm output’

HT Correspondent
= lkoreportersdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW:; The three-day AgriFest

and Kisan-Vigyan Sangam 2013 = (@

was inaugurated by Dr Rudra
Pratap, director, animal hus-
bandry, at the Indian Institute
of Sugarcane Research (IISR)
on Friday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr AK Sah, coordinator of the
Kisan Vigyan Sangam and sen-
ior scientist at the IISR, referred
to huge yield gaps in agriculture
and the allied sectors. He said
there was immense scope for
productivity enhancement by
harnessing the potential of
available technology.

The National Agricultural
Research System (NARS), com-
prising various research institu-
tions under ICAR, the state agri-
cultural universities (SAUs) and
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs),
are doing their bit for produc-

tivity improvement. The manu-
factures, input supply agencies
and service providers may play
agreater role in extending ben-
efits of developed technology to
farmers, he said.

Agriculture was the main
source of livelihood for two-
thirds of UP’s population, he
said.

Dr Rudra Pratap suggested
greater integration of animal
husbandry with crop cultivation

to improve the economic condi-
tion of farmers.

Statistics reveal the state has
a significant bearing on the
national economy, contributing
more than 13 % of agkicultural
GDP of the country. The state -
is the largest producer of food
grain and sugarcane in the coun-
try. It has a 26% share in the total
horticultural production of the
country. '

UP ranks third in fruit pro-
duction and first in potato pro-
duction. It is the second largest
producer of vegetables with a
share of approximately12.06%
of the national production; Dr
Sah said lack of marketing
infrastructure, cold storage/
godown for storage of addi-
tional agricultural produce,
unavailability of quality inputs
in time were serious problems
due to which farmers were not
getting adequate income from
their produce. ;
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‘the pioneer
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m LUCKNOW

Athree day Agri-Fest and-

‘Kisan-Vigyan Sangam
2013’ began at Indian Institute
of Sugarcane Research on Friday.
The fest is being otganised by a

private company in collabora-. .

. tion with IISR, Lucknow. The
event was inaugurated by direc-

tor of Animal Husbandry, UP,"

Rudra Pratap. <

Coordinator of Sangam and
senior scientist at ISR, AK Sah
highlighted the unportance of
the programme to digr
and visitors. He said agri-
culture was the main source of

itaries -

livelihood for the two-third pop»

‘ulation of Uttar Pradesh. With

the huge yield gaps in the areas
of agriculture and allied sectors,
there was an immense scope for
productivity enhancement by
harnessing the potential of avail-

~| productivity improvement. The

able technologies, he said.
“National Agricultural
Research System (NARS) com-
prising various research institu-
tions under ICAR, State
Agricultural Universities (SAUs)
and Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs) are doing their bit for

manufactures, input supply
agencies and service providers
may play a greater role in
extending benefits of developed
technology to farmers,” he |
added.

Rudra Pratap said that eco-
nomic condition of farmers
might be strengthened by inte-
grating animal husbandry with
crop cultivation in a bigger and
larger way.

The organisers said that UP
had a significant bearing on the
national economy contributing
more than 13 per cent of the
agricultural GDP of the country.
UP is the largest producer of
food grain and sugarcane in the
country. It has a 26 per cent
share in the total horticultural
production of the country. UP
ranks third in fruit production
and first in potato production.
It is the second largest produc-
er of vegetables with a share of
approximately 12.06 per cent of
the national production.

Sah said that lack of mar-
keting infrastructure, cold stor-
ages, godowns for storage of
additional agricultural produce
and unavailability of quality
inputs in time were the most
inflicting problems in UP due to
which farmers were not getting
adequate income from their |

produce. ; |
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