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Have fresh cane juice at Ikshu hub

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE LUCKNOW

Lucknowites may have the privilege of
enjoying natural flavour and aroma of
fresh cane juice at the IISR’s Ikshu hub.
The much-awaited Ikshu hub was inau-
gurated on Tuesday at the IISR by Dr
Swapan K Datta, Deputy Director General
(Crop Sciences), ICAR, New Delhi.

The IISR will now make available all
variants of health food made from sug-
arcane juice like jaggery (free from chem-
icals), cane juice syrup, vinegar, dry
fruits fortified jaggery chikki, barfi, jag-
gery chocolate, candy and toffees

The scientists at the IISR said that the
jaggery was supposed to be the most
wholesome and healthy sugar in the world
due to its inherent richness in minerals,

" vitamins-and proteins so the city folks may

now get the opportunity to taste natur-
al sugars ie. jaggery and other value added
products made from cane juice and jag-
gery in order to improve health and fit-
ness.

Dr Jaswant Singh, Principal Scientist
and incharge of Ikshu Hub, said that the
Institute would make all posible efforts to
supply and sell fresh juice and other prod-
ucts throughout the coming summer sea-
son which may be another step forward
towards service to the city folks and
Lucknowites.

Dr Datta, DDG (CS), ICAR, visited
the IISR on Tuesday and reviewed the
ongoing sugarcane researches.at the
Institute.

While interacting with the scientists,

Dr Datta appreciated the technologies like
cane node method, bud chip method, sug-
arcane machines and tropicalisation of
sugarbeet developed at IISR.

Later addressing the scientists of
ISR, Dr Datta emphasised that the entire
research programme should be moduled
in such a way that the benefits reached the
farmers immediately.

He highlighted the emerging areas of
research like biotechnological approach-
es for development of disease, pests,
stress-tolerant cane varieties, genomic
sequencing, transgenic breeding etc and
appealed to the scientists to make all these
as components of their research pro-
gramme. Genetic variability of sugarcane
crop should be explored and DNA fin-
ger printing as a tool may be utilised in
thisz - ++ ‘

Dr S Solomon, Director, IISR, said
that the Institute had developed a pack-
age of practices for cultivation of sugar-
beet as an alternate sweetener crop in
tropical and sub-tropical climate.

He said that with policy level support
from the government sugatbeet cultiva-
tion in the country could be enhanced
which would ultimately help in meeting
our sweetener requirement of the coun-
try by the year 2030 or 2050.

Dr A K Sah, Senior Scientist, said
that in the year 2013 the Institute was
more focused on its outreach pro-
gramme in order to transfer remu-
nerative sugarcane production tech-
nologies to the end-users in the
shortest possible time.
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