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I(Vi(s to transfer cane tech to farmers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M LUCKNOW

Thc sugarcane technology developed by
the Indian Institute of Sugarcane
Research (IISR) at Lucknow will now reach
the farmers’ doorsteps in no time through
the Krishi Vigyan Kendra networks in
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand,

This was the crux of discussions on the
opening day of the Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(KVK) workshop at the IISR here on
Sunday.

The annual workshop of Krishi Vigyan
Kendras of zone [V was inaugurated by
former Vice-Chancellor of MPUAT,
Udaipur (Rajasthan), RP Singh. The inau-
gural session was chaired by IISR,
Lucknow, Director, S Solomon.

All the directors (extension) of state
agricultural universities in UP and
Uttarakhand, project director of KVK zone
IV and 200 representatives of 81 KVKs in
UP and Uttarakhand-are participating in
the workshop to fine tune the TOT mod-
ule for large-scale adoption of innovative
agricultural production technology to
improve agricultural economy.

In his presidential address, Dr
Solomon said that due to the fast urban-
isation of agricultural land, imbalanced use

KVK workshop underway at ISR on Sunday

Pioneer

of chemicals, rising cost of cultivation,
huge post-harvest losses and other prob-
lems, agriculture was no more economi-
cal and farmers were leaving farming. He
stressed the need for integration of sug-
arcane cultivation with prevalent farming
situations to strengthen agricultural econ-
omy in UP and Uttarakhand.

It was felt that the sugarcane technol-
ogy developed by IISR viz., high sugarcane
variety, spaced transplanting, budchip
and cane node technique for fast multi-

plication of healthy sugarcane seed, inter-
cropping with autumn and spring cane, bio
intensive management of pest and diseases,
cost saving sugarcane machines should be
adopted by farmers. It was also felt that the
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (Farm Science
Centres) should play a vital role in trans-
fer of T1ISRs sugarcane technology to
farmers.

Inapgurating the workshop, Dr Singh
said that in today’s complex agricultural
production system, KVKs hact‘tn play a
much bigger role to prove their worth
towards achieving agricultural prosperity.

[ISR’s senior scientist AK Sah con
ducted the first technical session. He said
“learning by doing” and “seeing is believ
ing” should be the focal theme of the entire
technology transfer programme of the 68
KVKs of UP.

He pointed out that the farmers in
Kushinagar were earning 2-3 times more
profit from inter-cropping of cowpea, gin-
ger and okra with sugarcane and this suc
cess story should be replicated in other
areas of UP and in Uttarakhand.

The inaugural session was conducted
by IISR scientist Deeksha Joshi and the
vote of thanks was proposed by KVK-IISR
programme coordinator RK Singh
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